
LOCAL ELECTIONS MATTER
Wednesday, March 30, 6:30 - 7:45 PM

Our panel of disability advocates who have held local office will discuss why Local Elections Matter.  
We’ll cover: 
• What local officials do.
• Why voting in local elections matters.
• Local government’s role in disability-related services, mental health, transportation, and more.
• Resources for the April 5th election including disabilityvote.org.
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The Wisconsin Disability Vote Coalition is a project of 
Disability Rights Wisconsin and the Wisconsin Board for 
People with Developmental Disabilities.

www.disabilityvote.org/              www.facebook.com/wisconsindisabilityvote/
DRW Voter Hotline 844-DIS-VOTE / 844-347-8683

Forum Moderator: Jon Hochkammer
Jon Hochkammer is the former Outreach Manager of Wisconsin Counties 
Association, and former Mayor of Verona.

The event is open to all, but you must register here:
https://bit.ly/DVCLocalElectionsMatter

To request accommodations, including ASL interpreters, include your request on your registration. Make 
your request as soon as possible; we will do our best to fill all requests. ASL interpreters and captioning 

will be provided.

Make Your Plan to Vote
• MyVote Wisconsin: Check your voter registration,

request an absentee ballot, and view your ballot
• WDVC 2022 Spring Elections Toolkit

• WDVC Make Your Plan to Vote Factsheet
• WDVC Know Your Voting Rights Fact Sheet

http://disabilityvote.org
http://www.disabilityvote.org
http://www.facebook.com/wisconsindisabilityvote/
https://bit.ly/DVCLocalElectionsMatter
https://myvote.wi.gov/
https://disabilityvote.org/2022/2022-spring-elections-toolkit/
https://disabilityvote.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/DVC-and-LWV-Make-Your-Plan-to-Vote-2022-April-5-Election-rev-02-22-final.pdf
https://disabilityvote.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Voting-Rights-Fact-Sheet-1020-acc.pdf


LOCAL ELECTIONS MATTER 

Greg Meyer, former Town of Monico Supervisor 
Greg served as Monico’s town supervisor and is currently a volunteer firefighter 
and Lieutenant with the local fire department.  He currently serves as the Chair of 
the Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities. He has been very 
involved in the Wisconsin Youth Leadership Forum over the years and graduated 
from Partners in Policymaking. “I’m a person who has a disability that doesn’t let the 
disability run my life.”  

Nicki Vander Meulen, City of Madison School Board member 
When Nicki was elected in 2017, she became the first openly autistic school board 
member in the United States. On the board she has fought to make MMSD more 
inclusive, reduce seclusion and restraint, and improve outcomes for all marginalized 
communities. She has fought for and obtained cost of living increases for teachers 
and increases in special education funding. She is also the first school board 
member to visit every school in the district during her first term in office. Nicki has 
made it her mission in life to fight for those who cannot fight for themselves.  

Barbara Vedder, former Dane County Supervisor and Madison 
Common Council Alder  
Barbara Vedder is a former member of the Madison Common Council and Dane 
County Board of Supervisors.  She’s been fighting for disability rights since 1981. In 
and outside of her local political official work, she has stalwartly been advocating 
for providing human services for all, as well as racial equity and immigrants’ rights. 
Barbara has been a leader in advocating for access to long term care, including 
addressing the shortage of personal care workers. 

Moderated by: Jon Hochkammer, former Outreach Manager of 
Wisconsin Counties Association and former Mayor of Verona  
Jon served on the Manitowoc County Board from 1984 to 1991. In 1990 he was 
elected board chair and administrator coordinator. After moving to Verona, he won 
a City Council seat in 1997 and was elected mayor in 2006. He was appointed to 
several county panels and commissions, including the Dane County Area Agency on 
Aging Board, the Specialized Transportation Commission and the Human Services 
Board. Jon also served as Outreach Manager for the Wisconsin Counties Association 
(WCA), overseeing outreach and training efforts with all 72 counties. He previously 
served as WCA Legislative Director. 
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