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Wisconsin Statutes Related to Accessibility (4/10/2021) 

Statute Topic Statute Says 

HAVA 

301(a)(3)(A) 

Accessible Voting 

Equipment 

The voting system shall— (A) be accessible 

for individuals with disabilities, including 
nonvisual accessibility for the blind and 

visually impaired, in a manner that provides 
the same opportunity for access and 

participation (including privacy and 
independence) as for other voters; 

5.25(4)(a) Accessible Polling 
Places, Voting 

Equipment 

Each polling place shall be accessible to all 
individuals with disabilities. The commission 

shall ensure that the voting system used at 
each polling place will permit all individuals 

with disabilities to vote without the need for 
assistance and with the same degree of 

privacy that is accorded to nondisabled 

electors voting at the same polling place. This 
paragraph does not apply to any individual 

who is disqualified from voting under s. 6.03 
(1) (a). 

5.25(4)(d) Accessible Report No later than June 30 of each odd-numbered 
year, the commission shall submit a report on 

impediments to voting faced by elderly and 
handicapped individuals to the appropriate 

standing committees of the legislature under 
s. 13.172 (3).  
 

In preparing its report under this paragraph, 
the commission shall consult with appropriate 

advocacy groups representing the elderly and 
handicapped populations. 

 

5.25(5)(b) Alternative 
Polling Place 

 The municipal clerk or board of election 
commissioners of a municipality in which an 

elderly or handicapped elector resides may 
reassign the elector to a polling place within 

the municipality other than the polling place 
serving the elector's residence in order to 

permit the elector to utilize a polling place 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.03(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.03(1)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/13.172(3)
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that is accessible to elderly or handicapped 

individuals. 

5.36 Accommodation Any individual with a disability may notify a 
municipal clerk that he or she intends to vote 

at a polling place on election day and may 
request that a specific type of accommodation 

be provided that will facilitate his or her 
voting. 

5.37(1) Privacy/Voting 
Equipment 

Requirements 

Voting machines shall give every elector a 
reasonable opportunity to vote for any person 

for any office and on any proposition the 
elector is entitled to vote on, assure privacy to 

the elector so no one will know how the 
elector is voting or has voted, preclude the 

electors from voting for persons or 

propositions upon which they are not entitled 
to vote and from voting more than once for 

the same office or on the same proposition.  
 

Voting machines shall be constructed to lock 

so they cannot be manipulated, tampered 
with, or show the number of votes registered 

for any candidate or proposition while voting 
is in progress. The machines shall permit 

voting a split ticket and shall record each vote 
cast 

5.51 Ballot Readability The type face used on all paper ballots shall 
be easy to read. 

5.53 Voting Machine 

Ballot Readability 

Voting machine ballots shall be placed, 

projected or composed on a board or screen 
inside the machine, under s. 5.64 and may be 

arranged in either columns or rows. The type 
face shall be easy to read, and the type size 

may be no smaller than 8 point. 

5.84(1) Accessible Ballot 

in Public Test 

…The test shall include for each office one or 

more ballots which have votes in excess of 
the number allowed by law and, for a partisan 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.64
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primary election, one or more ballots which 

have votes cast for candidates of more than 
one recognized political party, in order to test 

the ability of the automatic tabulating 

equipment to reject such votes. … 

5.78 Accessible Ballot 

Booth 

 At polling places where an electronic voting 

system employing the use of ballots 
distributed to electors is used, the 

municipality shall supply a sufficient number 
of voting booths for the use of electors as 

provided in s. 5.35 (2). 

6.36(2)(a) Exempt signing 

name and 
address 

…or if another person signed the elector's 

registration form for the elector by reason of 
the elector's physical disability, the word 

“exempt";… 

6.79(8) Accommodation 
State Name and 

Address 

An elector is not required to state his or her 
name and address under sub. (2) (a) if the 

elector is unable to do so, but an election 
official, or another person selected by the 

elector, shall state the elector's name and 
address after the election official verifies the 

elector's proof of identification under sub. (2) 
(a). 

6.80(1)  Only one individual at a time is permitted to 

occupy a voting booth or machine, except that 
an elector who is a parent or guardian may be 

accompanied by the elector’s minor child or 
minor ward, and an elector who qualifies for 

assistance under s. 6.82 (2) may be assisted 
as provided in that subsection. 

 

6.82(1)(a) Curbside Voting When any inspectors are informed that an 

eligible elector is at the entrance to the polling 
place who as a result of disability is unable to 

enter the polling place, they shall permit the 
elector to be assisted in marking a ballot by 

any individual selected by the elector, except 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.35(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.79(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.79(2)(a)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.79(2)(a)
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the elector's employer or an agent of that 

employer or an officer or agent of a labor 
organization which represents the elector. 

Except as authorized in s. 6.79 (6) and (7), 

the individual selected by the elector shall 
present to the inspectors proof of 

identification and, if the proof of identification 
does not constitute proof of residence under 

s. 6.34, shall also provide proof of residence 
under s. 6.34 for the assisted elector and all 

other information necessary for the elector to 
obtain a ballot under s. 6.79 (2). The 

inspectors shall verify that the name on the 
proof of identification presented by the person 

assisting the elector conforms to the elector's 
name on the poll list or separate list, shall 

verify that any photograph appearing on that 
document reasonably resembles the elector, 

and shall enter both the type of identifying 

document submitted by the assisted elector as 
proof of residence and the name of the entity 

or institution that issued the identifying 
document in the space provided on the poll 

list or separate list. The inspectors shall then 
issue a ballot to the individual selected by the 

elector and shall accompany the individual to 
the polling place entrance where the 

assistance is to be given. If the ballot is a 
paper ballot, the assisting individual shall fold 

the ballot after the ballot is marked by the 
assisting individual. The assisting individual 

shall then immediately take the ballot into the 
polling place and give the ballot to an 

inspector. The inspector shall distinctly 

announce that he or she has “a ballot offered 
by .... (stating person's name), an elector 

who, as a result of disability, is unable to 
enter the polling place without assistance". 

The inspector shall then ask, “Does anyone 
object to the reception of this ballot?" If no 

objection is made, the inspectors shall record 
the elector's name under s. 6.79 and deposit 

the ballot in the ballot box, and shall make a 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.79(6)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.79(7)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.34
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.79(2)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/6.79
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notation on the poll list: “Ballot received at 

poll entrance". 

6.82(2) Assistance 
Marking Ballot 

(a  If an elector declares to the presiding election 
official that he or she cannot read or write, or 

has difficulty in reading, writing or 
understanding English or that due to disability 

is unable to mark a ballot or depress a button 
or lever on a voting machine, the elector shall 

be informed by the officials that he or she 
may have assistance. When assistance is 

requested, the elector may select any 
individual to assist in casting his or her vote. 

The selected individual rendering assistance 
may not be the elector's employer or an agent 

of that employer or an officer or agent of a 
labor organization which represents the 

elector. The selected individual shall certify on 

the back of the ballot that it was marked with 
his or her assistance. Where voting machines 

are used, certification shall be made on the 

registration list. 

 

(b The individual chosen shall enter the voting 

booth or machine with the elector and shall 
read the names of all candidates on the ballot 

for each office, and ask, “For which one do 
you vote?". The ballot shall be marked or the 

lever or button depressed according to the 
elector's expressed preference. The individual 

selected to assist may not disclose to anyone 

how the elector voted. 

(c  Intoxication shall not be regarded as a 

disability. 

(d The election officials shall enter upon the poll 
list after the name of any elector who had 

assistance in voting the word “assisted". The 
officials shall also record on the poll list the 

full name and address of the individual who 

renders assistance. 
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6.82(3) Using Paper 

Ballot due to 
Disability 

Whenever, in a municipality in which voting 

machines are used, an elector declares to the 
chief inspector that, due to physical disability, 

the elector is unable to depress a button or 

lever on a voting machine, the inspectors shall 
permit the elector to vote using a paper ballot 

and voting booth. 

6.82(4) No solicitation 

during assistance 

No election official or other person assisting 

an elector under this section or s. 5.79 may 
request, suggest or seek to persuade an 

elector to cast a vote for or against any 
candidate, party or question. 

6.86(2)(a) Indefinitely 
Confined 

An elector who is indefinitely confined because 
of age, physical illness or infirmity or is 

disabled for an indefinite period may by 

signing a statement to that effect require that 
an absentee ballot be sent to the elector 

automatically for every election. The 
application form and instructions shall be 

prescribed by the commission, and furnished 
upon request to any elector by each 

municipality. The envelope containing the 
absentee ballot shall be clearly marked as not 

forwardable. If any elector is no longer 
indefinitely confined, the elector shall so 

notify the municipal clerk. 

6.87(5) Assistance 
Certification 

If the absent elector declares that he or she is 
unable to read, has difficulty in reading, 

writing or understanding English or due to 
disability is unable to mark his or her ballot, 

the elector may select any individual, except 
the elector's employer or an agent of that 

employer or an officer or agent of a labor 
organization which represents the elector, to 

assist in marking the ballot, and the assistant 
shall then sign his or her name to a 

certification on the back of the ballot, as 
provided under s. 5.55. 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.79
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/5.55
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6.875 SVDs See statute 

6.875(6)(c) SVD Assistance …The deputies shall each witness the 

certification and may, upon request of the 
elector, assist the elector in marking the 

elector's ballot…. 

EL 

3.12(2)(h) 

Training for SVDs Each municipal clerk shall make reasonable 

efforts to comply with requests for voting 
accommodations made by individuals with 

disabilities whenever feasible 

7.15(1)(e) Poll Worker 

Training 

Train election officials in their duties, calling 

them together whenever advisable, advise 

them of changes in laws, rules and procedures 
affecting the performance of their duties, and 

administer examinations as authorized under 
s. 7.30 (2) (c). The training shall conform 

with the requirements prescribed in rules 
promulgated by the commission under 

ss. 7.31 and 7.315. The clerk shall assure that 
officials who serve at polling places where an 

electronic voting system is used are familiar 
with the system and competent to instruct 

electors in its proper use. The clerk shall 
inspect systematically and thoroughly the 

conduct of elections in the municipality so that 
elections are honestly, efficiently and 

uniformly conducted. 

7.15(14) Accommodations Each municipal clerk shall make reasonable 
efforts to comply with requests for voting 

accommodations made by individuals with 
disabilities whenever feasible 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/7.30(2)(c)
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/7.31
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/7.315

