
Lunch & Learn Series

Updates, Photo ID and 

Registration
October 8, 2020



MyVote Wisconsin Website Updates

 The MyVoteWisconsin website now shows the voter their In-

person Absentee Options (also called Early Voting) and 

Absentee Ballot Drop Box Options. 

 Got to https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/VoteAbsentee

 Enter the Voter’s first name, last name and date of birth, 

and search.

 Select “Find My Local Absentee Options”

 The options for In Person Absentee Voting and Drop box 

Options will display.

 Note: if these do not display for a voter, they should check 

with their municipal clerk to request this information.  

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/VoteAbsentee


Wisconsin Photo ID Requirements

 Wisconsin voters must show an acceptable photo ID when 

voting at the polls on Election Day.

 When requesting an absentee ballot, a voter must provide 

photo ID unless they provided it with a previous request or 

are exempt by law. We will explain the exemptions.  

 An acceptable Photo ID for voting does NOT have to include 

a current address.  You only prove your address when 

registering. 

 More information on the Photo ID law is available at 

bringit.wi.gov

http://bringit.wi.gov/




Who Can Apply for a Free Photo ID for 

Voting?

 Any Wisconsin resident who does not presently hold a valid 
driver license (from Wisconsin or another jurisdiction) may apply 
for an ID card. 

 You may not hold a valid driver license and an ID card at the 
same time. If you hold a valid driver license and wish to 
obtain an ID card, you will be required to surrender your 
driver license and driving privilege.

 There is no age limit to apply for an ID card.

 There is a non-expiring ID card for residents 65 and older.



Where to Apply for a Free Photo ID for 

Voting

 You will need to go to your local Department of Motor Vehicles office 

(DMV)

 Find the office nearest you at: 

wisconsindot.gov/Pages/online-srvcs/find-dmv/default.aspx

 Contact the DMV Voter Hotline to make your plan for getting a photo 

ID, including what documents you need to bring.  

DMV Voter ID Hotline: 844-588-1069 

 The Dane County/ Wisconsin Voter ID Coalition assists voters who do 

not have an acceptable photo ID and may need help obtaining one.  

They will answer questions and may be able to assist with arranging 

transportation.  Call 608-285-2141 (provides statewide assistance)



Things to know before visiting a DMV 

customer service center:

 Many DMV’s have limited hours or are closed due to COVID 19 – check 

before you go! 

 Customer service centers do not accept mailed in applications.

 A limited number of offices have Saturday morning hours: Appleton, Eau 

Claire, La Crosse, Madison East (Bartillon Dr.), Milwaukee Northwest (Mill 

Rd.), Milwaukee Southwest (Grange Ave.) and Wausau. The downtown 

Milwaukee office will be open Saturday October 31.  

 If you have difficulty standing for a long time, you can go to the front of the 

line and let the staff person know of your situation. You can sit until your 

place in line arrives at the front of the information desk.

 The DMV offers many services. When you arrive, specifically ask for your 

“Free ID for Voting”



What do you need to apply for 

your free ID?

 Proof of Name and Date of Birth

 Proof of Identity

 Proof of Wisconsin Residency

 Proof of U.S. Citizenship

 Social Security Number



Acceptable documents for…

Proof of Name 

• Valid U.S. passport or passport card

• Certified birth certificate 

• Consular report of birth abroad

• Permanent resident card 

• U.S. Certificate of naturalization 

• Certificate of U.S. citizenship 

• Unexpired Employment Authorization 
document 

• Unexpired foreign passport with a valid 
unexpired U.S., visa affixed accompanied 
by the approved I-94 form documenting 
the applicant's most recent admittance 
into the U.S.

Date of Birth 

• Foreign Passport

• Wisconsin Drivers License 

• Wisconsin ID Card

• Permanent resident card 

• Federal I-94 Arrival/Departure Record

• Unexpired Employment Authorization 
document 

• Unexpired foreign passport with a valid 
unexpired U.S., visa affixed accompanied 
by the approved I-94 form documenting 
the applicant's most recent admittance 
into the U.S.



If you don’t have the documentation, you can 

still get a photo ID for voting!

 The Free ID & Identification Card Petition Process allows you to apply 

without the documents and be mailed a paper receipt that can be used 

to vote. It’s valid for 60 days. 

 Provide the DMV with information to help them get your birth records, 

you an get a permanent state ID card too.  

 Call the DMV Voter ID Hotline for more information: (844) 588-1069

Note:  If you already hold an unexpired Wisconsin driver license or identification (ID) 

card, or if you hold a Wisconsin driver license or ID card that has expired since the last 

general election (currently November 6, 2018), you have what you need to vote. A 

Wisconsin driver license or ID card is acceptable photo ID for voting.



Save your Receipt!

DMV will provide you with a 

receipt including your 

photo.  Save your receipt!

 This receipt is acceptable 

photo identification for 

voting and serves as your ID 

until your card arrives in 

the mail.



Photo ID and Absentee Voting
When requesting an absentee ballot, the voter must provide photo ID unless they 
provided it with a previous request or are exempt by law.

 Indefinitely Confined Voters

 Those voters who have a hard time getting to the polls due to age, illness, infirmity, or 
disability, can request that a ballot be automatically sent to them for every election.  They 
will continue to receive a ballot for every election until they fail to return one.  Indefinitely 
confined voters are not required to send photo ID with their request. Instead, indefinitely 
confined voters have a witness sign their absentee ballot certification envelope to verify 
the voter’s identity.

 Voters in special care facilities 

 Can designate as indefinitely confined on their absentee ballot request.  The witness 
signature on their absentee ballot certificate envelope verifies their identity.  (If they vote 
in person, they must show a photo ID.  

 Confidential Electors

 You must apply and receive a court order. Usually relates to domestic abuse. 

 Active Military and Permanent Overseas Voters 

 Not required if they vote absentee but is required if they vote in person. 



Photo ID & Absentee Voting for Care Facilities

Voters in care facilities have these options for photo ID compliance:

 On the absentee ballot request, the resident may self-certify 
they are an “indefinitely confined” voter, which exempts the 
voter from providing a photo ID. The photo ID requirement is met 
through the witness providing their signature and address, and 
verifying the voter’s identify.  

 If the voter is not considered ‘indefinitely confined” and has a 
valid photo ID, they can provide a copy to the clerk. 

 If the voter is not “indefinitely confined, and does not have an 
acceptable photo ID, the care facility administrator can sign a 
special certificate (EL-122sp) to verify the voter’s identity if they 
do not have a photo ID.  This certificate is available for download 
on the WEC website at elections.wi.gov/forms/el-122.

https://elections.wi.gov/forms/el-122




Photo ID & Voter Registration

To register online at MyVote Wisconsin-

1. Requires WI Drivers License or WI ID Card

To register with paper form -

1. An acceptable proof of residence document

2. Your WI DL/ID #  OR 

Last 4 digits of your social security # if you don’t have a WI ID 

Tip: download paper registration form from WEC website: 
https://elections.wi.gov/forms/el-131-fillable

https://elections.wi.gov/forms/el-131-fillable


Register online at MyVote.wi.gov



What is the difference between Proof 

of Residence and Photo ID?



Voter Registration Deadlines

• By Mail or online: Wednesday: October 14

• Deadline to register in person at municipal 

clerk’s office: October 30

• In-Person: Tuesday, November 3

• Note: Some dates may change due to litigation



New DVC Resources 

• Check out our series of training videos at 
www.disabilityvote.org/videos

• Topics available: 
• Voter registration and photo ID 
• Absentee Voting 
• In-person Voting 
• Voting Rights 
• Voting in Wisconsin – Plain Language 

http://www.disabilityvote.org/videos


Rest of the Lunch & Learn Series  

All sessions are from Noon to 12:30 pm 

 October 15, 2020 

Updates, absentee voting tips and early voting

 October 22, 2020 

Updates, voter rights and accessibility 

 October 29, 2020

Updates, transportation to the polls and staying safe at the polls 



Key Resources
 Photo IDs

o www.bringit.wi.gov

o Wisconsin DMV Voter ID hotline: 844-588-1069

o Your municipal clerk myvote.wi.gov/en-us/MyMunicipalClerk

o Dane County/ Wisconsin Voter ID Coalition – 608-285-2141

 Disability Vote Coalition: 
o Website www.disabilityvote.org

o Facebook www.facebook.com/wisconsindisabilityvote/

o Email: info@disabilityvote.org

 Disability Rights Wisconsin Voter Hotline
o 844-DIS-VOTE (844-347-8683) or email info@disabilityvote.org

 WI Voter Information
o www.myvote.wi.gov

http://www.bringit.wi.gov/
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/MyMunicipalClerk
http://www.disabilityvote.org/
http://www.facebook.com/wisconsindisabilityvote/
mailto:info@disabilityvote.org
http://www.myvotewi.gov/
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